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Document title  Outcome of the HOLAS II ESA WS 3-2018 

Date of finalization  14.3.2018 

Outcome of HELCOM workshop to support the HOLAS II 
economic and social analyses 
 

Background 
The HOLAS II project runs from December 2014 to June 2018. The project will assess the overall 
environmental status of the Baltic Sea in relation to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP), including 
the status of pressures and ecosystem components, and their spatial distribution. Economic and social 
analyses will also be included in the HOLAS II report when applicable information is available. The HOLAS II 
analyses are developed so that the results can be used by Contracting Parties also being EU Member States 
in the reporting under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). The current focus of the HOLAS 
II project is to update the results in the project summary report, which will be made available in July 2018 
under the name of the State of the Baltic Sea report.  

The HELCOM workshop to support the HOLAS II assessment of economic and social analyses (HOLAS II ESA 
WS 3-2018) was held 13-14 March 2018 at the premises of HELCOM Secretariat, Helsinki, Finland.  

Aims 
The aim of the Workshop was to discuss and validate the outcome of the regional assessments for economic 
and social analyses, and propose how to present results from these assessments in the update of the State 
of the Baltic Sea summary and -supplementary reports, which will be published by July 2018. Also the updates 
specifically requested by the Contracting Parties, and updates based on the results from the SPICE project 
and a national data call were discussed and validated.  

More specifically, the workshop reviewed and verified the assessment results proposed to be updated in the 
reports, and recommended on their format for presentation with respect to conclusions and applied 
approaches. The results evaluated were based on the work of the HELCOM TAPAS and SPICE projects and are 
focused on the regional use of marine waters and cost of degradation, as required by the EU Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive. In addition, the workshop considered potential further development of regional ESA in 
the Baltic Sea, focusing on the short term future and the work of the developing HELCOM ESA network. 

Outcome  
The agenda of the Workshop is contained in Annex 1. 

The Workshop was attended by nominated experts and management representatives from EU, Finland, 
Latvia, Poland, Russia and Sweden. The list of Workshop Participants is contained in Annex 2. 

The Workshop was chaired by Soile Oinonen, Finnish Environment Institute. Maija Holma, HELCOM 
Secretariat acted as secretary. 

  



Outcome of HOLAS II ESA WS 3-2018 
 

 

 Page 2 of 8  
 

1. Actions 
1. The Chair welcomed the Workshop participants and reiterated the aims of the workshop: 

a. The aim of the Workshop is to discuss and validate the outcome of the regional assessments 
for economic and social analyses, and propose how to present results from these 
assessments in the update of the State of the Baltic Sea summary and -supplementary 
reports, which will be published by July 2018 

b. discuss the results of the ESA and propose results to be included in the State of the Baltic Sea 
report (summary report), and provide feedback on the supplementary report on ESA 
(document 2), which presents the methodology for assessment and the underlying data for 
the analyses. 

c. The recommendations from the Workshop will be presented to HOLAS II 9-2018 (9-10 April 
2018). 

2. The Chair presented the content of and timeline to finalize the updated version of the State of the 
Baltic Sea report by June 2018 (Document 1, Presentation 1). The Workshop reiterated that key 
results will be included in the summary report and more detailed descriptions of methods, data and 
results are given in the supplementary report.  

3. The Workshop considered the changes to the use of marine waters analysis, as presented by Soile 
Oinonen (Presentation 2). The Workshop discussed the need to update the figures related to the use 
of marine waters analysis based on the most recent data from statistics and made recommendations 
as can be seen under Recommendations 1. The Workshop noted that enquires on Russian Federation 
data on tourism and leisure can be inquired from national sources. 

4. The Workshop considered documents 2 and 5 on the initial results of the HELCOM data call on ESA 
for HOLAS II update, as presented by Kristine Pakalniete (Presentation 3), and evaluated the 
underlying data and provided recommendations on the inclusion of the data call results to the 
updated section of the State of the Baltic Sea summary and supplementary report. The Workshop 
also provided initial proposals for key messages base on the HELCOM ESA data call to be included in 
the report. The Workshop provided recommendations on this as can be seen in Recommendations 
2.-4. The following points were raised by the Workshop: 

a. The list of human activities was discussed and the Workshop noted that the list of activities 
change according to the criteria chosen. 

b. The data call will be presented to the Russian Federation Head of Delegation. The Workshop 
noted that the timetable does not allow inclusion of the Russian data to the update of HOLAS 
II report. 

c. The technical summary of data call will be made available to the contracting parties, 
including the datasets.  

d. If any of the Contracting Parties wish to revise the national data submitted under the data 
call, the revised data sets need to be made available to the Secretariat 
(maija.holma@helcom.fi) latest by 31 March 2018. 

5. The Workshop considered document 4 on further development of the economic and social analyses: 
Ecosystem services approach and the use of marine waters analysis, as presented by Soile Oinonen, 
which uses the findings from the HELCOM SPICE project to elaborate on the development of and 
evaluated the ecosystem services approach with the special focus on the use of marine waters 
(UMW) analysis. This approach shows 1) how activities impact ecosystem services, and 2) how 
activities are dependent on ecosystem services and 3) how the economic impacts of the sectors can 
be illustrated. The Workshop provided recommendations on the inclusion of some of the results and 
initial proposals for key messages for the updated section of the State of the Baltic Sea report and 
the supplementary report on ESA, as described in Recommendations 5. The following points were 
raised by the Workshop: 
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a. Use of marine waters accounts give a limited picture of human activities, thus ecosystem 
services approach should be emphasized. 

b. The possibility of creating employment estimates aside the existing value added estimates 
was discussed. 

c. The possibility of including uncertainty into the estimates of figure 1 was discussed, and left 
for future consideration.   

d. Figure 1 in the document and the text connected to it will be given to graphic designer at 
HELCOM for further graphical development.  

6. The Workshop discussed changing the order of the Figures and Boxes in the summary report Chapter 
3 on Human activities and the ecosystem subchapter 3.1. The order is described in recommendations 
5 b.  

Recommendations from the workshop 
1. Recommendations on updating HOLAS II summary and supplementary reports on the use of marine 

waters results 
a. Figures 3.4 and 3.5 of the summary report should be updated with the latest data from the 

STECF 
b. Update supplementary report by adding the latest data i.e. present data from years 2014-

2015 
c. Russian data should be marked as “no data” instead of “not available” wherever this is 

presented. 
d. To keep the marine aquaculture data as it is. 
e. To update the employment data on tourism and leisure on p. 40 of the summary report 
f. Renewable energy generation data will be updated in the summary report based on updated 

datasets submitted by the Contracting Parties for the updated assessment on pressures and 
impacts under the HOLAS II project. 

g. To remove the figure on number of ports (fig. 3.10) due to incorrect data in the figure, and 
to remove the respective data in the supplementary report. Another justification for 
removing figure 3.10 is that the amount of text has increased in box 3.1 and there are limited 
number of pages to be used. 

h. No update available for total port traffic (summary p. 42) 
i. annual gross weight of the goods will be presented in the supplementary report as 

suggested,  
2. Recommendations on the use of data call results to complement HOLAS II summary and 

supplementary reports on the use of marine waters 
a. Fish processing and ship building could be considered as additional activities in the list of 

activities considered for the summary and supplementary report. 
b. Table 2 and figure 1 (Document 5) should be added to the summary report to give an 

overview of relevant activities. Indication of direct and indirect activities should be added to 
the figure. 

c. Making an illustration of data on marine related tourism based on table 3 in the format of 
text boxes for summary and supplementary report is recommended.  

d. Making an illustration of data on Marine transport infrastructure national socioeconomic 
estimates based on table 3 are recommended to be added to the summary and 
supplementary report, in either text or box format. 

e. Whole table 3 and related text on the national approaches on ESA of use of marine waters 
on p. 9-10 should be included in the supplementary report. 



Outcome of HOLAS II ESA WS 3-2018 
 

 

 Page 4 of 8  
 

3. Recommendations on the use of data call results to complement HOLAS II summary and 
supplementary reports on the cost of degradation 

a. The Workshop was not in favour of adding the results of the data call regarding the cost 
of degradation to the summary report. However, the Workshop found the results useful 
for future work and recommends the results of the current national approaches 
(Document 5, p. 13-14) for the cost of degradation be considered for inclusion to the 
supplementary report. 

4. Recommendations on the use of data call results to complement HOLAS II summary and 
supplementary reports on the business-as-usual scenario 

a. Overview of the national practises for BAU development presented in table 6 (Document 
5, p. 16) is recommended to be included in the supplementary report. The role of BAU in 
the gap analysis, cost of degradation is summarised in the supplementary report. 

b. National assessments on the future changes in the activities in table 7 (Document 5, p. 
17) is recommended to be included in the supplementary report, possibly including 
textual paragraph on each activity. 

c. The possibility of combining figure 1, table 2 and table 6 (Document 5) regarding the 
most commonly reported activities and future trends was discussed and recommended 
be included in the summary report. 

5. Recommendations on linking the ecosystem services and human activities for summary and 
supplementary report 

a. Proposed changes in the title and the content of the BOX 3.1 based on the SPICE project to 
be included in the summary report (Annex 3) and supplementary report. 

b. The Workshop recommends restructuring the chapter 3 as follows: 
i. Figure on Activities (connections) Pressures (Figure 3.1) 

ii. Figure with maps illustrating activities (Figure 3.3) 
iii. Figure on General ESA methodology (Figure 3.2) 
iv. Box 3.1 proposed title: Two-way links of human activities with ecosystem services 
v. Box on Losses in human well-being from the degradation of the marine environment 

(Box 3.2) 
vi. Box on Example of economic and social analyses: recreation (example on recreation – 

recreational benefits and welfare loss (Box 3.3) 
5. General recommendations on HOLAS II summary and supplementary report and future ESA work 

a. The Workshop noted that conducting a regional valuation study in all Baltic Sea countries to 
produce regional cost of degradation estimates is highly relevant. However, the Workshop 
acknowledges that due to resource limitation the minimum would be to conduct such a study 
for minimum three Baltic Sea countries with diverse socioeconomic, cultural and 
environmental context.  

b. The Workshop noted that it is important to consider the threshold effects of environmental 
changes within HOLAS II assessment, however this is not a task for ESA network. Establishing 
collaboration between HELCOM working groups and networks is considered highly 
important for an appropriate application of ecosystem approach. 

c. The Workshop noted that HELCOM Maritime Assessment is a valuable source for future work 
on economic and social analyses. 
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Annex 1. Workshop Agenda 
 

Time Activity 
13 March  
9:00 
 

Words of welcome with introduction to the work of the day  
General outline of the updated HOLAS II report, the State of the Baltic Sea 
Conclusions from the HOLAS II related ESA analyses, with possible ways to include 
the results in the updated HOLAS II report 

- use of marine waters 
- cost of degradation  

12:30-13.30 Lunch break  
13:30-17:00 Discussion of the presented proposals  

Preliminary results of the data call 
Recommendations from the workshop on how to present the results in the State 
of the Baltic Sea report  

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-17:00 Work to propose amendments or improvements to the supplementary report 
14 March  

9:00-12:00 
Work to propose amendments or improvements to the supplementary report 
Summary of discussion 
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Annex 2. List of Participants 
 

Representing Name Organization Email address 
The Chair        

Soile Oinonen Finnish Environment Institute soile.m.oinonen@ymparisto.fi   
Contracting 
Parties 

      

EU Guenter 
Hoermandinger 

European Commission, DG ENV guenter.hoermandinger@ec.eur
opa.eu 

Latvia Kristine Pakalniete AKTiiVS Ltd. kristinepa@apollo.lv  
Poland Agata Święcka Ministry of Maritime Economy 

and Inland Navigation 
agata.swiecka@mgm.gov.pl   

Russia Valentina Varlashina FSBI “Center for realization of 
budget policy and support of 
Federal service activities for 
hydrometeorology and 
environmental monitoring" 

varlashina@yandex.ru 

Sweden Max Vretborn Swedish Agency for Water and 
Marine management 

max.vretborn@havochvatten.se  

HELCOM 
Secretariat 

      
    
 

Maija Holma Project researcher 
 

maija.holma@helcom.fi 
 

 Jannica Haldin Professional secretary jannica.haldin@helcom.fi 
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Annex 3. Box 3.1 Two-way links of human activities with ecosystem 
services 
Economic and social analysis of the use of marine waters examines the economic contribution to regional 
and national economies from using marine waters in their current state. This contribution is measured with 
economic and social indicators. These indicators describe the importance of the marine activities to the 
economy, for example by estimating ‘value added’ or ‘employment’ (cross references to forthcoming figures 
and sections of the use of marine water in the summary report will be added here), or the direct economic 
value from the use of the marine environment to the citizens’ living in the coastal countries. In this report, 
the information is derived mainly from existing statistics, except for marine and coastal recreation, where 
statistics are complemented with data on economic value to citizens. 

The indicators do not capture the negative economic impacts that marine uses may have on the quality of 
the marine environment and thus potentially on other uses of the marine environment, but are a piece of 
the overall picture of how society and the marine environment are linked. 

Ecosystem services approach allows for holistic analysis of the links between the ecosystem and human well-
being and is not limited to market based information (add reference to SPICE report). Linking economic 
indicators e.g. value added with the ecosystem services approach we can explore more comprehensively how 
human activities both benefit from and impact on the environment.  The Figure x shows the results of this 
method applied to Sweden. The bubble sizes represent the value added for each activity. The vertical axis 
represent the total environmental impact of human activities on the ecosystem services. And the horizontal 
axis represent the activities dependency on the state of ecosystem services.      

Figure x will be polished by the graphical designers 
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